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PLAGUE

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: A febrileillnesscaused by thebacterium Yersiniapestis, witha
variety of clinical symptomsincluding: regiona lymphadenitis(bubonicplague), septicemia
without evident buboes, pharyngitisand cervi cal lymphadenitis, and pneumonia.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinical diagnosisinitially; laboratory confirmationrequiredtomest
casedefinition.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
e |solationof Y. pestisfromaclinica specimen, OR
e Fourfoldor greater changeinserumantibodyto Y. pestis fraction 1 (F1) antigen.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A casethat islaboratory confirmed.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacted directly, notification shall bemadeby tel ephoneto
theemergency number of theDivisionof Epidemiology andHedthPlanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUIRED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Ensurethat appropriateisol ation precauti onsarebeingtakenat thefacility inwhich

thepatientishospitalized.

e Assessneedfor chemoprophylaxisandsurveillancefor personsexposedto case
patients.

e Sourceinvestigation) should beconducted. Searchfor history of travel to plague-endemic
areas, or contact with personsor animal sfromplague-endemicareas.
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CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,DEPARTMENT FOR
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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